
Proposed Faculty Senate Bylaws Revision

Article IV. Rules, Meetings, Quorums, and Voting

Section 10. Senate Referral of Referendum for a Full-Faculty Vote:

The Senate may determine that a particular decision, which would impact the Faculty as a whole, should be decided by a vote of the full Faculty. This shall require a motion, which includes a draft referendum, at an open plenary session during the academic year that passes with no less than two-thirds of all Senators casting affirmative votes to approve the motion.

Should the motion pass, the Senate shall:

1. notify the Faculty,
2. distribute the referendum and other relevant materials in the same manner in which other Senate materials are distributed to the Faculty, and
3. organize at least four open meetings for deliberation on the referendum, no fewer than two of which shall be made available to the Faculty via distance technology. The Senate may, at its discretion, organize or set up other mechanisms for discussion among the Faculty on the referendum.

The open meetings shall be conducted in accordance with Robert’s Rules of Order by the President of the Senate, the Vice President of the Senate, or any other Senator designated by the President of the Senate.

After the open meetings, the Senate shall produce the final version of the referendum on which the Faculty will vote. The final referendum shall be distributed to the Faculty at least one week before voting commences.

The Membership and Elections Committee of the Senate shall conduct the full-faculty vote in accordance with its procedures. For a full-faculty vote, at least two-thirds of the Faculty must vote on the referendum in order for the decision to be binding upon the Senate. If that condition is met, the referendum shall be passed by a simple majority of the voting Faculty. If that condition is not met, the Senate will consider the full-faculty vote as advisory and may, at the Senate’s discretion, choose to decide on behalf of the Faculty.
