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SUBJECT: To amend the “Creation of Elected ad hoc General Education Steering Committee” so that the Faculty may make a binding vote upon the adoption of the final model

SENATOR PROPOSING MOTION:  Kathleen Shannon

SENATOR SECONDING MOTION:  Adam Wood


MOTION:
Resolved, that the following be substituted for paragraphs d. and e. of the motion “Creation of Elected ad hoc General Education Steering Committee”:

d. The final vote upon the proposed model(s) shall be conducted in accord with Article IV, Section 10 (“Senate Referral of Referendum for a Full-Faculty Vote”) of the Faculty Senate Bylaws. After the final presentation of the proposed general education model(s), the Senate shall draft and pass by a vote of at least two-thirds of the entire Senate a motion with appropriate referendum to send the proposed model(s) to a Full-Faculty Vote. After the motion sending the proposed model(s) to a Full-Faculty Vote is passed, the procedure, quorum, and vote requirements in Article IV, Section 10 of the Bylaws shall be followed.

e. The ad hoc GESC will cease to exist one the Full-Faculty Vote is completed.


CURRENT TEXT OF THE MOTION:
d. The FS will vote on the viability of a proposed model and, if endorsed, will recommend consideration by the full faculty. The FS will then request the Membership & Elections Committee to conduct an electronic poll of the entire Faculty asking each Faculty member to choose between the existing GE and the proposed model. At least 50% of the Faculty must participate in the poll to constitute a quorum and the poll shall remain open one week to allow for full participation. If at least 60% of the Faculty participating in the poll choose one option, then that choice will be considered the Faculty choice. If a faculty quorum is not met, the FS will vote on adopting the proposed model or retaining the current GE curriculum.

e. The ad hoc GESC will cease to exist one the Poll is completed.


JUSTIFICATION:
The “Creation of Elected ad hoc General Education Steering Committee” was passed before Article IV, Section 10 was passed, and therefore relies on a technically non-binding poll of the Faculty. This amendment would instead have the outcome of the general education reform decided by a binding full-faculty vote.

Paragraph e. needed to be updated to match the language in paragraph d.


RELEVANT BYLAWS:
Section 10. Senate Referral of Referendum for a Full-Faculty Vote:

The Senate may determine that a particular decision, which would impact the Faculty as a whole, should be decided by a vote of the full Faculty. The following process shall be used.

The Faculty Senate shall pass a motion, which includes a referendum, at an open plenary session during the academic year that passes with no less than two-thirds of all Senators casting affirmative votes to approve the motion.

The Faculty Senate shall notify the Faculty of the decision.

The Faculty Senate shall distribute the referendum and other relevant materials in the same manner in which other Senate materials are distributed to the Faculty.

The Faculty Senate shall organize at least four open meetings for deliberation on the referendum, no fewer than two of which shall be made available to the Faculty via distance technology. The Senate may, at its discretion, organize or set up other mechanisms for discussion among the Faculty on the referendum.

The President of the Senate, the Vice President of the Senate, or any other Senator designated by the President of the Senate shall moderate open meetings in accordance with Robert’s Rules of Order.

The Senate shall produce a mandate, which may differ from the referendum, on which the Faculty will vote. The mandate shall be distributed to the Faculty in the same manner in which other Senate materials are distributed to Faculty at least one week before voting commences.

The Membership and Elections Committee of the Senate shall conduct the full-faculty vote in accordance with its procedures. For a full-faculty vote, at least two-thirds of the Faculty must vote on the mandate in order for the decision to be binding upon the Senate. If that condition is met, the mandate shall be passed by a simple majority of the Faculty voting on the mandate. If that condition is not met, the Senate will consider the full-faculty vote as advisory and may, at the Senate’s discretion, choose to decide on behalf of the Faculty.


ANTICIPATED IMPACT:
Negative: It will change the originally stated parameters of how many Faculty had to respond for the proposed model to pass.  However, it would be indicative of a larger problem if we did not get a quorum to vote electronically on such a major issue.
Positive: It will avoid further confusion over why we aren’t following the Bylaws procedure for a Full-Faculty Vote.  It would, hopefully, eliminate the possibility of senators contesting the legitimacy of the results.



Is this a recommendation to the Provost? Yes ____	No_X___
Is this a recommendation to someone else? No__X__ 	Yes, to ___________________





