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SUBJECT: Allowing a senator that serves as parliamentarian to engage in debate, make motions, and cast votes.

SENATOR PROPOSING MOTION:  José I. Juncosa, Jr.

SENATOR SECONDING MOTION:  


MOTION:  That the Senate adopt the following Special Rule of Order:

An elected senator that also serves as parliamentarian may engage in debate, make motions, and vote on all matters regardless of the voting method used.

Amendments made at the meeting:

JUSTIFICATION: By Robert’s Rules of Order, when serving as a parliamentarian, a member of the Senate should not participate in debate, make motions, nor vote on motions unless such a vote is cast by secret ballot. Due to our current method of voting, the attendance of an elected senator who is also parliamentarian is counted as part of the total number of senators present, which is used to calculate voting thresholds for motions. Therefore, an abstention by this parliamentarian would be effectively treated as a “no” vote due to the voting threshold being higher than if this member were absent. In addition, it is a disservice to the unit electing this member to have one of its two senators largely voiceless in the Senate. Finally, future members might be reluctant to become parliamentarians if they are required to give up their rights to engage in debate, make motions, and vote on Senate matters.

ANTICIPATED IMPACT:

Negative: The parliamentarian’s appearance of impartiality might be compromised. However, under the current system an elected senator that is also a parliamentarian always counts as an effective “no” vote when abstaining, which might also not be considered impartial.

Positive: The parliamentarian’s constituents will not have to forgo a voting member in the Faculty Senate. Also, the thresholds for the passage of motions will be more realistic, without an additional automatic “no” vote in most cases. Finally, future senators will not have to give up rights as elected members so serve as parliamentarian.

Is this a recommendation to the Provost?  Yes___	No__x__
Is this a recommendation to someone else?  No___x_  	Yes, to _____________

DATE:  Number of Senators Present:    	     Votes in Favor:         	 Motion Passes or Fails:
