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SUBJECT: Creation of a Standing Rule on Handling “Friendly Amendments”

SENATOR PROPOSING MOTION: Anita Brown

SENATOR SECONDING MOTION: Kathleen Shannon


MOTION:  
Resolved, that the Senate adopt a standing rule that when a “friendly amendment” is proposed, the question shall be immediately put to the Senate using the procedure of unanimous consent. If no objection is raised, the amendment shall pass. If an objection is raised, the amendment shall be opened to debate and voted upon under normal procedures.

An objection may be raised because the Senator objects to the proposed amendment, wishes to debate or further amend the proposed amendment, believes a formal vote would be beneficial given the circumstances, or for any other reason.



NOTES:
The general procedure for unanimous consent is that the President, after stating the motion, asks, “Are there any objections?” They then pause long enough to see whether any Senator calls out, “I object.” If there are no objections, the President states something along the lines of, “Hearing no objections, the motion is amended to ….” If an objection is raised, then regular rules of debate and voting come into effect.



JUSTIFICATION: 
Friendly amendments are generally uncontroversial. The President always has the option of using unanimous consent for presumed uncontroversial motions; however, it is currently rarely used in practice. Mandating its use for friendly amendments should therefore have the effect of streamlining the process of amending motions.



ANTICIPATED IMPACT:
Negative: It does create one more thing for the President to keep track of.
Positive: It will help streamline the amendment process.



Is this a recommendation to the Provost?  Yes____	No_X___
Is this a recommendation to someone else?  No_X___  	Yes, to ___________________
