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SUBJECT: Creation of a Standing Rule on Debating Informally

SENATOR PROPOSING MOTION: Anita Brown

SENATOR SECONDING MOTION: Kathleen Shannon


MOTION:  
Resolved, that the Senate adopt a standing rule that all motions shall be considered informally, unless a motion to consider the motion formally is passed by majority vote.






JUSTIFICATION: 
By Senate custom, motions are considered informally (that is, with no limit on the number of speeches allowed each Senator on each motion). This motion would make that tradition a standing rule, which would ensure that changing the formality of debate had to be agreed to by a majority of Senators rather than being able to be changed by one Senator raising a Point of Order.




ANTICIPATED IMPACT:
Negative: Anyone who feels that the Senate would benefit from following formal debate will be disappointed.
Positive: The Senate’s normal methods of debate would become an official practice for the Senate, rather than an informal tradition.





Is this a recommendation to the Provost?  Yes____	No_X___
Is this a recommendation to someone else?  No_X___  	Yes, to ___________________





